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Abstract

Purpose. Within contemporaneity, urban cultures and citizen cultural users experiences are contaminated by social and
political information, often disseminated via digital media. The present essay intends to call attention on the relevance
of debating propaganda, disinformation, and media manipulation inside the city cultural fabric. For such aim, firstly,
it encompasses a theoretical debate on these issues, via recent questions, central concepts and credible hypotheses, in
particular on the sciences, technologies and arts of fake news. Such discussion articulates three major axes, among other
directions: (a) communication, journalism and fake news; (b) general propaganda and political campaigns; (c) Russian war
on Ukraine. This text aims to analyze the designated ‘Lying Society’, which, while present in many countries against the
respective peoples, is reinforced today through the so-called ‘fake war’, produced by Russian Federation state, against an
allegedly ‘fake country’, Ukraine, via fake news.

Method. The study uses a mixed method approach, by articulating QDA (Qualitative Data Analysis) and Critical Artificial
Intelligence procedures, for interpreting social processes. The Ukrainian War has been conducted as a ‘hybrid war’, by
Russian Federation. In fact, Putin’s military invasion is reinforced with violence perpetrated inside multiple (and some
unprecedent) economic, social and cultural spheres, often acting as hybridized social realms. These social dimensions fusions
occur among energy conflicts, climate aggressions, people impoverishment, mass kidnapping, genocide commitment, sexual
violations, panoptism on citizens, opponents poisoning, human rights knock down, international law disrespect, democracies
undermining, nuclear blackmail, heritage destruction, cultural annihilation, to name just a few. As a transversal and also
hybrid realm, information and knowledge media discussions are articulating social fabric, through news and, in particular,
fake news. Within such broader context, social processes are analyzed here essentially via news and fake news contents and
tactics, which make explicit the underlying core communication strategy named ‘hybrid war’, that provokes an unprecedent
breed of global crisis. Fake news strategies use, among other communication tactics, alarmism, misinformation, factoids, big
lies, post-truth politics, pseudohistory, fallacy of composition, etc. As for methodology and media sources, such investigation
is conducted via a method developed by the author, named Hybrid Discourse Analysis, that uses tools as an Alphabet of
Interconceptual Relationships and social-semantic networks. The selected corpus of sources includes texts, images, videos
and digital media, on the risky global war rising in local Ukraine. However, the present text discusses just the tip of the
iceberg, that is, a critical case study about 4 Wikipedia pages on Fake News and some related ideas, which is only a part of
the whole project sample.

Results. One of the research outcomes is a Mini-Encyclopedia of Global Fake News, here solely sketched. The whole sample
constitutes an unprecedented archive and memory of news wars based on war news. Such project is being developed within
a Virtual Sociological Museum, to be consulted by diverse audiences’ profiles, e.g., researchers, professors, students, citizens,
tourists and social marginalities (migrants, retired, disabled people).

Keywords: Urban Cultural Studies; urban fake news; Lying Society; Critical Artificial Intelligence; Ukraine hybrid war; Hybrid
Discourse Analysis; Mini-Encyclopedia of Global Fake News
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1. Introduction: a fake war against a fake country, using
fake news?

The Russo-Ukrainian conflict has been accompanied by
a significant amount of disinformation and propaganda
from both sides (losifidis, 2020). Russian state and state-
controlled media have spread numerous false claims
about Ukraine, including accusations of genocide,
development of nuclear and biological weapons, and ties
to neo-Nazism. Russian disinformation has also targeted
NATO and Ukraine’s right to exist. While Ukrainian media
and politicians have also been accused of propaganda,
the extent is much smaller compared to the Russian
disinformation campaigns. Russian propaganda has had
more success in certain developing countries, and with
Chinese state media showing support for the Russian
side. The conflict has also led to censorship in Russia and
China and strained relationships between mixed Ukrainian-
Russian families. Social media platforms have played a
significant role in spreading narratives and countering
disinformation, e.g., the platform Reddit taking measures
to combat misinformation (Eibl, 2019; Boyd-Barrett, 2019;
Boyd-Barrett, 2023; Legucka, 2022; Kudors, 2023).

Within such context, it is paramount to collect, analyze
and critique information about various sources discussing
fake news and misinformation. For instance, examples
of websites that publish fake news, discussions on the
impact of fake news on trust and politics, and the role of
social media platforms in combating fake news. Moreover,
specific incidents and conspiracy theories must be
debated. In order to counter such risky conjunctures, citizen
journalism refers to conjectures emerging from members of
the public actively collecting, reporting, and disseminating
news and information. It often arises as a response to
shortcomings in professional journalism and is carried out
through platforms such as social media. Citizen journalism
can be more opinionated and subjective compared to
traditional journalism. It has become more prevalent with
the rise of online platforms and new media technology.
Citizen journalists have played a significant role in covering
major global events like natural disasters, protests, and
wars. However, there are criticisms that citizen journalism
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lacks regulation, professionalism, and resources. The
concept of citizen journalism is still evolving, and there is
ongoing debates and discussion about its definition and
role in society.

One positive direction of this phenomenon is that citizen
journalism allows individuals to have their voices heard
on a global scale. It challenges traditional journalism
by providing alternative perspectives and questioning
which voices are heard and which are silenced. Citizen
journalism has been particularly impactful in countries
as China, where it has allowed politically and socially
charged information to be disseminated. However, citizen
journalists often face repercussions from government
officials and law enforcement, as they are seen as a threat
to their governments. There are also criticisms of citizen
journalism, such as concerns about the accuracy and ethics
of reporting, as well as the potential for abuse, particularly in
relation to marginalized groups. Overall, citizen journalism
has had a significant impact on the media landscape and
has changed how news is consumed and reported.

There are various sources and references related to
citizen journalism. It includes books, articles, and websites
discussing topics such as the impact of citizen journalism,
the role of technology, the challenges and limitations of
citizen journalism, and examples of citizen journalism in
different cultural contexts, such as the Ukrainian crisis and
its subjacent online resistance (Munk, 2023) or how social
policies shape gender roles and discourses (Tarkhanova,
2023).

Considering such social and political backgrounds, the
present text aims to show some steps on the development
of one core objective, among others: localize the study of
fake news within the Ukrainian War local and global crisis. In
order to interpret such risky reality, multiple sociological
concepts were produced, underlying some questions and
concepts in debate, such as these neologisms: ‘fake news’;
‘fake war’ (or allegedly ‘special operation’), ‘fake country’
(or Ukraine allegedly naturalized as part of the Russian
Federation).The following sub-chapters aim to contribute to
a better comprehension of the precedent social questions
and neologisms, and translate them both into sociological
concepts and into more common terms and propositions,
opinions and feelings, in order to be understood not just
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by academic segments but also by broad audience profiles.
In addition, for comprehending more profoundly the above-
discussed global and tragic reality, consult some writings
on the impact of the Ukraine crisis inside specific social
realms, developed by the author of the present text, such
as: the discursive dimension, on Russia ‘fake war’ against
an allegedly ‘fake country’ (Andrade, 2023a); dark tourism
at Chernobyl (Idem, 2023b); the situation of cultural tourism
in Ukraine after some months of war (ldem, 2022a); digital
art in Ukraine as culture wars (Ildem, 2022b).These essays
develop former studies by the author on some related social
issues via digital means, e.g., the innovative role of users
within digital economy (Idem, 2019b); public communication
and understanding of science (Idem, 2010a,b); the society
of research and journalism (ldem, 2007a); the Sociology of
the blogosphere (Idem, 2007b); the Alphabeth of Universal
Relations (ldem, 2007c); cybermuseology, (Idem, 2007d);
navigations in cybertime (Idem, 1997).

Some illustrations of a mixed hybrid research methodology are
here presented. On one hand, this text applies more classical
sociological techniques pre-Al, such as QDA (Qualitative
Data Analysis). On the other hand, QDA recently uses both
former human interpretation and semi-automatic computer
analysis, connected with emerging Artificial Intelligence
procedures, and sometimes generative A.l. e.g., Chat GTP, in
order to study social phenomena. The social use of Artificial
Intelligence must be understood as Critical A.l: such idea
may be defined as a methodology that not only applies A.l.
technologies, but essentially considers their critical and
opinionated social uses: these should be ethically directed
towards democratic citizenship, through the reinforcement
of their advantages and the reduction of their disadvantages.
An investigator, within a specific research, often applies
human conceptualization, based on the knowledge that he
or she has of theoretical schools or authors, whether those
he or she prefers or those he or she intends to challenge,
within the contexts of the global and localized culture and
knowledge wars.

With regard to scientific sources, their non-automatic or
automatic conceptual indexing often follow international
standards defined by international commissions, which
ensure the quality and sharing of globally legitimate concepts,
for use by libraries, archives, museums, universities and other
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institutions. This strategy aims to ease a more dialogic debate
of ideas and the preservation of sources of information
and knowledge, so that they may be fruitfully used by
researchers and planetary audiences. In other words, such
sets of concepts and sources may be legitimized in certain
areas of knowledge, for better communication among peers
or between experts and their readers, who hold collective
common sense’s knowledge, complementary and in dialogue
with scientific, technological, artistic knowledges, etc. In
this way, Critical Artificial Intelligence, exemplified below,
and meaning A.l. use with ethical lens, citizenship postures,
intelligent positions and imaginative engagement, may
assert itself as social and ‘collective intelligence’ in the words
of Pierre Lévy, and, in particular, as sociological intelligence.

3.1. Sociological (re)search on the internet

Sources referring ‘Fake news’ may be found in the internet,
via Google searches asking specific questions, and using its
underlying Knowledge Graph, an A.l. semantic searching
engine. For this aim, some typical questions may use the
word ‘who’ (a social agent), within a classical question such
as: ‘Who did what?’. For instance: ‘Who create fake news?".
Various other illustrations of productive questions may be
observed at Figure 1.: ‘which’ (a social object), ‘why’ (a cause),
‘how’ (a method’), that may elucidate the research questions.
The formulation of hypotheses (Figure 2), may use the terms
‘can’, ‘with’, ‘without’, ‘near’, ‘is, ‘for’, ‘to’, etc. Moreover, some
research theses may be extracted from Figure 3. It may be
useful as well to search for sociological propositions directly
to Google, such as: ‘Fake news is unethical’ (Figure 4).
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Propaganda, misinformation and fake news have the potential to polarise public opinion,
to promote violent extremism and hate speech and, ultimately, to undermine democracies
and reduce trust in the democratic processes.

hitps/iwww.coe.int » campaign-free-to-speak-safe-to-leamn
Dealing with propaganda, misinformation and fake news

@ Acerca dos fragmensos om destaque - I Foodback

https://j Is.sagepub.com » doi - Traduzir esta pagina i
Encountering Fake-News Headlines Makes Them Seem Less ...

de DA Effron - 2020 - Citado por 105 — Seeing a fake-news headline one or four times
reduced how unethical participants thought it was to publish and share that headline when th...

hitps//ethicalj i twork.org » ... - Traduzir esta pagina

Ethics in the News - Fake News and Facts in the Post-Truth Era
A major concern remains that fake or misleading news can spread like wildfire on social
networks because of confirmation bias, the use of "likes™ and sharing ...

https:/iwww.sciencedaily.com > 20... - Traduzir esta pagina
Fake news feels less immoral to share when we've seeniit ...

03/12/2019 — People who repeatedly encounter a fake news item may feel less and less
unethical about sharing it on social media, even when they don't believe ...

Figure 3. Theses
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Figure 5. The corpus

3.2. The corpus

The precedent theoretical debate and the formulation of
questions, hypotheses and temporary theses, contextualizes
the following analysis and interpretation on misinformation,
and about some of its related concepts and more specific
sub-concepts. Concretely, the present case study critically
analyses and interprets the following four Wikipedia pages,
taken as a content and concept canvas for understanding
misinformation and associated discursive processes (See
Figure 5): the pages named ‘Disinformation in the Russian
invasion of Ukraine’, ‘Fake news’, ‘List of fake news websites’
and ‘Citizen journalism’ (Wikipedia, 2024a, 2024b, 2024c,
2024d).

3.3. The concepts underlying Wikipedia pages discourse

This section interprets a part of the corpus by using both
human and Critical Artificial Intelligence procedures within
QDA (Qualitative Data Analysis) software, in order to index
sociological concepts on analytic units of the corpus, such

Ubiquity

1 Citizen
journalism -
Wikipedia.pdf

==

as texts sentences or paragraphs, to produce conceptual
networks, tables graphics and other hermeneutic tools.
Concretely, the analyst manually interprets a text, by adding
pertinent terms inside it or within the side margins of this
text (see Figure 6). A.l. may aid such task by automatically
organizing classes and sub-classes, which are then critically
evaluated and enhanced by the researcher.

Figure 6 depicts the page ‘Fake News', analyzed via relevant
concepts. The actual page text is visible on the left. At the
right, some concepts were associated with particular text
paragraphs and periods. Other conceptualization of the
sources is visible at Figs. 7, 8 and 9.

3.4. Mixed and hybridized methods

The present approach may be conducted via the fusion
of different methodologies, e.g. hybrid qualitative and
quantitative methods, such as the measurement of the n° of
concepts applied to each document in the corpus (see Figure
10).
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WIKIPEDIA

Fake news

Fake news is false or misleading information
presented as news. Fake news often has the aim of
damaging the reputation of a person or entity, or
making money through advertising revenue.[!](2]
Although false news has always been spread
throughout history, the term "fake news" was first
used in the 1890s when sensational reports in
newspapers were common.[34] Nevertheless, the
term does not have a fixed definition and has been
applied broadly to any type of false information. It's
also been used by high-profile people to apply to any
news unfavourable to them. Further, disinformation
involves spreading false information with harmful
intent and is sometimes generated and propagated by hostile foreign actors, particularly during
elections. In some definitions, fake news includes satirical articles misinterpreted as genuine,
and articles that employ sensationalist or clickbait headlines that are not supported in the
text.[!] Because of this diversity of types of false news, researchers are beginning to favour
information disorder as a more neutral and informative term.

Reporters with various forms of "fake news"
from an 1894 illustration by Frederick Burr
Opper

The prevalence of fake news has increased with the recent rise of social media, especially the
Facebook News Feed, and this misinformation is gradually seeping into the mainstream media.
Several factors have been implicated in the spread of fake news, such as political polarization,
post-truth  politics, motivated reasoning, confirmation bias, and social media
algorithms. 15I6171i8]

Fake news can reduce the impact of real news by competing with it. For example, a BuzzFeed
News analysis found that the top fake news stories about the 2016 U.S. presidential election
received more engagement on Facebook than top stories from major media outlets.!% It also
particularly has the potential to undermine trust in serious media coverage. The term has at
times been used to cast doubt upon credible news, and former U.S. president Donald Trump has
been credited with popularizing the term by using it to describe any negative press coverage of
himself. It has been increasingly criticized, due in part to Trump's misuse, with the British
government deciding to avoid the term, as it is "poorly-defined" and "conflates a variety of false
information, from genuine error through to foreign interference".

Multiple strategies for fighting fake news are currently being actively researched, for various
types of fake news. Politicians in certain autocratic and democratic countries have demanded
effective self- lation and legall forced regulation in varying forms, of social media and
web search engines.

On an individual scale, the ability to actively confront false narratives, as well as taking care
when sharing information can reduce the prevalence of falsified information. However, it has
been noted that this is vulnerable to the effects of confirmation bias, motivated reasoning and
other cognitive biases that can seriously distort reasoning, particularly in dysfunctional and
polarised societies. Inoculation theory has been proposed as a method to render individuals

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fake_news

Fake news - Wikipedia

TesIStant to undesirable Narrauves. Because new MISINIOrmation pops up ali the tme, 1t 1s mucn
better timewise to inoculate the population against accepting fake news in general (a process
termed "prebunking"), instead of continually debunking the same repeated lies.

Figure 6. Analyzed Wikipedia page ‘Fake news’ (part)

Another analysis refers to the core classes of concepts in
the corpus, ordered by their frequency (Figure 11). Next,
a list of substantive qualitative terms related with the
‘misinformation’ process within the corpus as a whole, are
shown in alphabetic order, together with their correspondent
quantitative occurrences inside the selected sample (Figure
12).
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3.5. Discursive rhetorical tactics

It was noted that the Ukrainian War has been conducted as
a called ‘hybrid war’, by Russian Federation. In fact, Putin’s
military invasion is being reinforced through violence
perpetrated within multiple (and some unprecedent) social
spheres, such as: economic and ecologic autocracy, energy

conflicts, climate aggressions, people impoverishment,
vicious policies, politics, politicians and law, mass
kidnapping, genocide commitments, sexual violations,
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WIKIPEDIA

“The Free Encyclopedia
Disinformation in the Russian invasion

of Ukraine
a

As part of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the
Russian state and state-controlled media have
spread disinformation in an information war.
Russian propaganda and fake news stories have
attacked Ukraine's right to exist and accused it of
being a neo-Nazi state, committing genocide
against Russian speakers, developing nuclear
and biological weapons, and being influenced by
Satanism. Russian propaganda also accuses
NATO of controlling Ukraine and building up
military infrastructure in Ukraine to threaten
Russia. Some of this disinformation has been
spread by Russian web brigades. Tt has been

widely rejected as untrue and crafted to justify ARussian propaganda rally in Sevasiopal, Apr ¥ |nternational r...ational conflict
the invasion and even to justify genocidal acts 2022, portraying the Aussian invasion of Ukraine > iti iti

. thers P . as a defence of the Donbas. The slogan reads: #  Politics: Political propaganda
against Ukrainians. The Russian state has denied .- =0~ 00 0 e
carrying out war crimes in Ukraine, and Russian ; ) :
media has falsely blamed some of them on
Ukrainian forces instead. Some of the disinformation seeks to undermine international support " Misinformation: Disinformation
for Ukrail d t soke hostility against Ukrainian refu; 3 ¥ ey - = =
e AT o provole host Ty any LA reupess. Politics: Political manipulation
Russian disinformation has been pervasive and successful in Russia itself, due to censorship of N Global Issues: Censorship
war news and state control of most media. Because of the amount of disinformation, Russian ;,’ Int tional r...tional relati
media has been restricted and its reputation has been tarnished in many Western and & nternational r...tional relations
developed countries. However, the Russian state has had more success spreading its views in % Media landsca...a manipulation
many developing countries. In particular, Chinese state media has been largely sympathetic to = Misinformation: Disinformation
the Russian side, and has repeatedly censored war news or reproduced Russian fake news and @
disinformation. ’
Ukrainian media and politicians have also been accused of using propaganda stories and % Media landscape: Media
deception as a part of the military campaign, although such efforts have been much more £ o - -
s et et e Misinformation: Deception
limited than Russia's disinformation campaign.

Misinformation: Propaganda

Russian themes Politics: Politics
Disinformation (a lie or exaggeration meant to sway opinion) has been spread by the Russian M Misinformation: Disinformation
state, state-controlled media, propagandists, and Russian web brigades as part of Russia's & Misinf tion: P d
invasion of Ukraine. Its purpose is to build support for Russia’s invasion, and to weaken isinformation: Fropaganda
opposition to the invasion. [BIE1EI0] 1t also seeks to sow disunity among Western countries who
support Ukraine; to counter NATO; and to cover up or create plausible deniability for Russian
war crimes,[7]
The following are common themes in Russian propaganda and disinformation, along with some ®  Misinformation: Disinformation

5
of the common rebuttals. " Misinformation: Propaganda

Figure 7. Analyzed Wikipedia page ‘Disinformation in the Russian invasion of Ukraine’ (part)

WIKIPEDIA
List of fake news websites

Fake news websites are those which intentionally, but not necessarily solely, publish hoaxes and disinformation for purposes other than i Journalism: News
news satire. Some of these sites use }mmnFrnqh spoofing attacks, typosquatting and other deceptive strategies similar to those used in phishing P Deception
attacks to resemble genuine news outlets. ' Misinformatian: Phishing

Contents
Definition

List
Philippines

See also
References

Definition

Fake news sites deliberately publish hoaxes and disinformation to drive web traffic inflamed by social media314)5) These sites are 17 Journalism: News

distinguished from news satire (which is usually intended to be humorous) as they mislead and sometimes profit from readers’ gull At Media landsca...: Social media £ | Misinformation: Fake news
While most fake news sites are portrayed to be spmar’fs of other news sites, some of these websites are examples of website spoofing, i i U i i
structured to make visitors believe |hcy are v g major news outlets like ABC News or MSNBC.®) ‘1“.':;- New York Times pml\lrd out lhal Misinformatio...bsite spoofing &' | Misinformati
within a strict definition, "fake news" on the Internet referred to a ﬁmunm article which was fabricated with the deliby 171" Misinformation: Deception 3 | Misinformatio.
defraud readers, generally with the goal of profiting through clickbait.!”) PolitiFact described fake news as fabricated content designed to fool Misinformatio...Misinformation b

readers and subsequently made viral through the Internet to crowds that increase its dissemination.[]

The New York Times noted in a December 2016 article that fake news had previously maintained a presence on the Internet and within tabloid I Media landscape: Media

journalism in the years prior to the 2016 U.S. election.!”] Except for the 2016 Philippine elections,®) prior to the election between Hillary Misinformation: Fake news

Clinton and Donald Trump, fake news had not impacted the election process and subsequent events to such a high degree.[”] Sut tothe i i £ Fake news
Palitics: Politics

Figure 8. Analyzed Wikipedia page ‘List of fake news websites’ (part)
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Citizen journalism

also known as ecollaborative media''® participatory journalism,2]
[3] guerrilla journalism!4 or street journalism, '3 is based upon public
citizens "play ole in the process of collecting, reporting, analyzing, and disseminating news
and informa y, Courtney C. Radsch defines citizen journalism "as an alternative and activist
form of news g crmg and reporting that functions outside mainstream media institutions, often as a
response to shortcomings in the professional journalistic field, that uses similar journalistic practices but is
driven by different objectives and ideals and Telies on alternative sources of legitimacy than traditional or
mainstream journalism®.[7) Jay Rosen offers a simpler definition: “When the people formerly known as the
1ce employ the press tools they have in their possession to inform one another.”®] The underlying
principle of citizen journalism is that ordinary people, not professional journalists, can be the main
creators and distributors of news 1! Citizen journalism should not be confused with community journalism
or civie journalism, both of which are practiced by professional journalists; collaborative journalism, which
is the practice of working together ;l10] and social journalism,
which denotes a digital with a hybrid of p ional and

Citizen J()Ul‘nall'im
ti

an

Citizen journalism is a specific form of both citizen media and user-generated content (UGC). By justaposing the term "citizen", with its
attendant qualities of ci and social responsibility, with that of lism", which refers to a partieular profession, Courtney C.
Radsch argues that this term best describes this particular form of onfine and digital journalism conducted by amateurs because it underscores
the link between the practice of journalism and its relation to the political and public sphere.["!)

Citizen journalism was made more feasible by the development of various online internet platforms.[%) New media technology, such as social
networking and media-sharing websites, in addition to the increasing prevalence of cellular telephones, have made citizen journalism more
accessible to people worldwide. Recent advances in new media have started to have a profound politici 1121 Due to the availability of
technology, citizens often can report breaking news more quickly than traditional media reporters. amples of citizen journalism
reporting from major world events are, the 2010 Haiti earthquake, the Arab Spring, the Occupy Wall Street movement, the 2013 protests in
Turkey, the Euromaidan events in Ukraine, and Syrian Civil War, the 2014 Ferguson unrest and the Black Lives Matter movement.

Being that citizen journalism is vet to develop a conceptual framework and guiding principles, it can be heavily opinionated and subjective,
making it more supplemental than primary in terms of forming pul)llc opinion.'?! Critics of the phenomenon, including professional
journalists and news organizations, claim that citizen j amateur, and in quality and coverage.
Furthermore, citizen journalists, due to their lack of professional afiiation, are thought o lack resources as well as focus on how best to serve
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Figure 9. Analyzed Wikipedia page ‘Citizen journalism’ (part)

1 Citizen journalism - Wikipedia.pdf

2 Disinformation in the Russian invasion of Ukraine - Wikipedia.pdf

3 Fake news - Wikipedia.pdf

4 List of fake news websites - Wikipedia.pdf

Figure 10. Hybrid qualitative and quantitative methods

citizens panoptism and genocide, opponents poisoning,
human rights knock down, international law disrespect,
democracies undermining, nuclear blackmail, destruction
of cultural heritage, authoritarian, chauvinist and racist
discourses, cultural annihilation. Such attacks to democracy
and peace used diversified discursive rhetorical tactics. E.g.,
‘fake news’ were disseminated via alarmism, desinformation,
factoids, big lies, post-truth politics, pseudohistory, fallacy of

composition, etc.

The previous analysis allows the researcher and the reader
to select some of the concepts forged using fake news,
within the context of a new emergent society, the Lying
Society. Some of those terms which define Lying Society,
allow the researcher and the reader to find, both extensively
and intensively, mentions or explanations of those tactics,
via the respective citations within a research corpus. Here
are some examples, inside the present selected corpus, of
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some of not always known terms that spread lies within the
global/local disinformation processes.

Backfire effect

“However, caution applies regarding over-zealous debunking
of fake news. It is often unwise to draw attention to fake
news published on a low-impact website or blog (one
that has few followers). If this fake news is debunked by a
journalist in a high-profile place such as The New York Times,
knowledge of the false claim spreads widely, and more
people overall will end up believing it, ignoring or denying
the debunk. Research is needed to establish the prevalence
of this effect, as well as its potential relationship to similar
constructs such as the backfire effect, the Streisand effect
and - more broadly - psychological reactance.”

(Source: Wikipedia. ‘Fake news’, 3:45, p.9).
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Figure 12. Misinformation: frequencies of its specific sub-concepts, within the
corpus as a whole
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Blame shifting

“expert Marcel Luthe said “Big names in international politics
like Berlin’s senator Geisel are blaming others and telling US
piracy to serve anti-American clichés."[283] Politico Europe
reported that “the Berliners are taking a page straight out of
the Trump playbook and not letting facts get in the way of a
good story.”

(Source: Wikipedia. ‘Fake news’, 3: 129, p 25).

Bots

“Bots have the potential to increase the spread of fake
news, as they use algorithms to decide what articles and
information specific users like, without taking into account
the authenticity of an article. Bots mass-produce and spread
articles, regardless of the credibility of the sources, allowing
them to play an essential role in the mass spread of fake
news, as bots are capable of creating fake accounts and
personalities on the web that are then gaining followers,
recognition.”

(Source: Wikipedia. ‘Fake news’, 3:91, p 18).

False flag operation

“In March 2022, videos were discovered purporting to
show Ukrainian-produced disinformation about missile
strikes inside Ukraine which were then ‘debunked’ as some
other event outside Ukraine. However, this may be the first
case of a disinformation false-flag operation,[136] as the
original, supposedly “Ukraine-produced” disinformation was
never disseminated by anyone, and was in fact preventive
disinformation created specifically to be debunked and
cause confusion and mitigate the impact on the Russian
public of real footage of Russian strikes within Ukraine that
may get past Russian-controlled media. According to Patrick
Warren, head of Clemson’s Media Forensics Hub, 'lt's like
Russians actually pretending to be Ukrainians spreading
disinformation. (...) The reason that it's so effective is
because you don’t actually have to convince someone that
it's true. It’s sufficient to make people uncertain as to what
they should trust' "

(Source: Wikipedia. ‘Disinformation in the Russian invasion
of Ukraine’, 2:32, p9).

76

Ubiquity

Internet Trolling

“The idea of internet trolls gained popularity in the 1990s,
though its meaning shifted in 2011. Whereas it once
denoted provocation, it is a term now widely used to signify
the abuse and misuse of the Internet. Trolling comes in
various forms, and can be dissected into abuse trolling,
entertainment trolling, classical trolling, flame trolling,
anonymous trolling, and kudos trolling. It is closely linked to
fake news, as internet trolls are now largely interpreted as
perpetrators of false information, information that can often
be passed along unwittingly by.

(Source: Wikipedia. ‘Fake news’, 3:99, p 20).

Logical fallacies
“Fake news website - Website that deliberately publishes
hoaxes and desinformation.

Fallacy of composition

"Fallacy of inferring on the whole from a part"(Source:
Wikipedia. ‘Fake news’, 3:202, p 38)

Pseudoscience

“Formerly NewsTarget, a website for the sale of various
dietary supplements, promotion of alternative medicine,
controversial nutrition and health claims, and various
conspiracy theories, such as “chemtrails”, chemophobic
claims (including the purported dangers of fluoride in drinking
water, anti-perspirants, laundry detergent, monosodium
glutamate, aspartame), and purported health problems
caused by allegedly “toxic” ingredients in vaccines, including
the now-discredited link to autism.” (Source: Wikipedia. ‘List

of fake news websites’, 4:41, p 3.

Next, Figure 13 presents the co-occurrences of concepts
with misinformation, but just the ones within the same (socio)
logical propositions of the Wikipedia pages, that underlie
the respective social practices. Note that these occurrences
are less frequent (150 cases) than the precedent (344).
This is due to the fact that, in Figure 13 on the right, are
shown just the cases where the occurrences are present in
the same sentence of the corpus. Inversely, it is possible to
depart from the sociological concepts underlined above, until
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the detection of the underlying social phenomena, through
the narration operated by the Wikipedia discourse, which
is useful to consult in development of the considerations
discussed in the present text. It is also feasible to construct
insights on the very social dimensions that found societies,
such as organizations, agents/persons, locations, etc. (see
Figure 14).

Furthermore, sentiments underlying the Wikipedia pages’
discursive texts, may also be circumscribed, within their
positive, neutral or negative values. Figure 15, on its right
column, elucidates which concepts are related with such three
values. For instance, the term ‘information: collaboration’ is
associated with positive feelings. Likewise, opinions can be
visualized in Figure 16. Note the correspondences between
each word taken as conducting the analysis (ex: ‘news’,
visible at the second chart, and other words, for instance,
'fake news’, which have much more occurrences than ‘real
news.

4. Fighting the lying society: Verifying News Sources and
Fact-Checking

In the digital age, with the rapid spread of information
through mass media and social networks, it has become
increasingly challenging to distinguish between real news
and fake news.

This subchapter aims to contribute to equip social acrors,
and in particular citizens, migrants, and tourists with some
necessary tools and strategies to verify news sources and
fact-check information, particularly when it comes to the
issue of fake news on Ukraine by the Russian Federation.
In fact, understanding the strategies and tactics employed
by the Russian Federation in their fake war against Ukraine
is crucial. The Russian government has been known to use
mass media and social networks as powerful tools to spread
misinformation and manipulate public opinion. By staying
informed about these tactics, individuals can better identify
and counter the spread of fake news. When encountering
news related to Ukraine, it is essential to scrutinize the
sources of the information. Reputable news organizations
with a track record of accurate reporting are generally more
trustworthy than obscure or unfamiliar sources. It is also
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recommended to cross-reference the news with multiple
sources to ensure its certainty. Fact-checking is another
critical skill in combating fake news. Various online platforms
and fact-checking organizations provide valuable resources
to verify the accuracy of news articles or claims.

Misinformation

Misinformation: Backfire effect 1 1
Misinformation: Biased reporting 1 1
Misinformation: Bots D1 1
Misinfermation: Click-bait @1 )
Misinformation: Clickbait 1 1
Misinformation: Conspiracy theories ) 10 3
Misinformation: Debunking 2.
Misinformation: Deception 19 3
Misinformation: Disinformation 0 44 10
Misinformation: Disreputable 1 1
Misinformation: Distrust ) 1 1
Misinfermation: Fact checking 2 1
Misinformation: Fact-checking 7 2
Misinformation: False claim ) 1 1
Misinformation: False claims 2) 1 1
Misinformation: Falsehoods 2 1
Misinfermation: Gullibility 1 1
Misinformation: Hoax ») 6 4
Misinformation: Hoaxes 1 1
Misinfermation: Internet trolling 91 1
Misinformation: Malware 3 2 1
Misinformation: Misinformation 94 24
Misinformation: Misleading 1 1
Misinfermation: Misleading information 2 2
Misinformation: Negative postings 1 1
Misinformation: Prebunking ) 2 1
Misinformation: Propaganda 50 7
Misinformation: Resistant to misinformation )1 1
Misinformation: Satire 8 3
Misinfermation: Science denialism 1 1
Misinfermation: Spoofing y1 1
Misinformation: Spread of misinformation 2 1
Misinformation: Streisand effect 1 1
Misinformation: Website spoofing 1 1]

Figure 13. Misinformation: its co-occurrence with other
concepts,(only their co-presence within each of the
sentences of the corpus
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Additionally, it is important to critically analyze the content of
news articles or social media posts. Fake news often contains
sensationalized or exaggerated claims, biased language,
or lack credible sources. By evaluating the credibility and
objectivity of the content, individuals can make informed
judgments about the accuracy of the information.
Furthermore, engaging in media literacy education can
significantly enhance one’s ability to discern between real
news and fake news, in order to develop a critical mindset
and become less susceptible to propaganda. In conclusion,
the battle against fake news on Ukraine by the Russian
Federation requires citizens, migrants, and tourists to be
vigilant and proactive in verifying news sources and fact-
checking information, among other counter discursive tactics

against manipulative techniques and biases.

4.1. Recognizing Manipulative Techniques and Biases

In today’s interconnected global/local world, where
information spreads at lightning speed, it has become
increasingly important to be able to distinguish between
precise news and deceptive propaganda. The Russian
Federation has been notorious for employing various
strategiesand tactics to spread misinformation about Ukraine.
Through mass media and social networks, and among other
(numerous) powers, the present Russian political regime
contributed to the development of a Lying Society, which
means a societal paradigm that manipulate facts to serve
specific political agendas, as one of its characteristics. Other
of the most common manipulative techniques employed
by the Russian Federation is the use of emotionally charged
language. Putin entourage often employ sensationalized
headlines, inflammatory language, and exaggerated stories
to evoke strong emotional reactions from the audience. By
playing on people’s emotions, they aim to cloud rational

judgment and create a biased perception of events.

Yet another manipulative technique is the selective use of
facts. The Russian Federation often cherry-picks information
that supports their narrative, while conveniently omitting or
distorting contrary evidence. This creates a one-sided view
of the situation and misleads the audience into believing a
false reality. In order to counter such dangerous discourse,
recognizing biases is equally important. Individuals must
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be aware that every news outlet has its own uncertainties,
whether overt or subtle. It is essential to consume news from
a variety of sources and critically evaluate the information
presented. By so doing, one can identify patterns of bias and
work towards a more balanced perspective. Additionally,
citizens, migrants, and tourists should be wary of social media
platforms and the spread of fake news through them. The
Russian Federation has extensively used social networks to
disseminate propaganda. Individuals should be cautious of
viral stories without credible sources, do their own research,
and fact-check information before sharing it further.

In sum, by being aware of emotionally charged language,
selective use of facts, biases, and the dangers of social
media, everyone can become more discerning consumers
not just of information, but ultimately, of this knowledge
that empowers individuals to combat the Lying Society
and contributes to a more informed and resilient society. In
other words, to effectively combat fake news, it is essential
to develop critical thinking skills and media literacy. For
instance, it is central to emphasize the role of responsible
journalism in countering fake news, via independent media
in uncovering and exposing misinformation, as well as the
ethical considerations journalists face when reporting on
controversial topics. By supporting reliable news channels
and holding them accountable for accuracy and transparency,
citizens, migrants, and tourists can contribute to the local/
global fight against fake news.

5. Propaganda, disinformation, and media manipulation.
Moreover, recent polemic debates, often retaking old
questions, are nowadays covering a range of topics related
to propaganda, disinformation, and media manipulation.
Their authors further explore the use of propaganda in
different contexts, such as warfare, politics, and social
media. They also discuss the challenges and dangers of
disinformation, as well as strategies to counteract it. Some
of the books referred below focus specifically on Russia's
use of propaganda and disinformation, while others examine
the broader global landscape of media manipulation. Overall,
such discussion offers insights into the pervasive influence
of propaganda and the need for critical analysis and media
literacy in today's information age.
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Some authors insist on the following questions and working
hypotheses. For instance, Tirse Filibeli et al (2023), in the
book Mapping Lies in the Global Media Sphere, explore the
concept of intentional misinformation in the media, including
the spread of conspiracy theories. They propose a critical
approach to addressing this issue in various interdisciplinary
fields. The book covers topics such as the digital divide,
algorithmic bias, the impact of misinformation on vulnerable
groups, and its effects on social, political, and cultural
agendas.

As for Routledge Handbook of Discourse and Disinformation,
this is a comprehensive guide that examines various
discourses related to disinformation, misinformation, post-
truth, hate speech, conspiracy theories, and fake news. The
handbook is divided into two sections, offering insights into
methodological challenges and approaches for reflecting
and presenting case studies on topics such as climate
change denial and COVID-19 conspiracies. The chapters
explore how discourses of disinformation are constructed
and developed, the persuasive strategies they employ, how
to differentiate between disinformation and real news,
and suggestions for creating a more trustworthy news
environment (Maci, 2023).

On her turn, Claudia lov (2022) examines the challenges
and issues currently faced by the European Union, including
illegal migration, the refugee crisis, articulated with fake
news, populism, insecurity, the Eastern Partnership, and
the COVID-19 pandemic. It takes a constructivist approach
and explores the interconnectedness of actors and systems
within the EU.

According to James Lionson (2018), modern conflicts
are marked by disinformation, corruption and fake news
amplified by the media and the internet. Terrorists use
terror as a method of war and use civilians as human shields.
Westerners, out of post-colonial guilt and empathy towards
the losers, lack the will to defend themselves. Battles often
take place remotely, without active participation from
combatants on the ground. However, the use of human
shields and terrorists creates “martyrs”. Iran, which is on the
verge of possessing nuclear weapons, has designated its
enemies and wishes to eradicate them, as well as Islamize
the West. These modern low-intensity conflicts will last a
long time and cause many innocent civilian casualties.
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5.2. General propaganda and political campaigns

Also worth reading is Digital Democracy, Social Media and
Disinformation, a book that explores the political, regulatory,
and technological implications of internet intermediaries like
Facebook, Twitter (now X), and YouTube, as well as the spread
of digital disinformation, particularly during the COVID-19
pandemic. The book covers various topics, including digital
democracy, disinformation and fake news, freedom of
expression, and post-truth politics. It discusses theoretical
and regulatory concepts related to digital democracy and
the network society, and proposes potential solutions
to combat disinformation and fake news, such as self-
regulation, news literacy, and policy recommendations. Such
debate also explores the use of technologies like blockchain
and public interest algorithms to counter disinformation.
Additionally, it addresses the need for multiple approaches,
involving governments, regulators, think tanks, academia,
and technology providers, in order to effectively tackle the
problem of digital disinformation. The book provides case
studies on disinformation in Russia and Ukraine, highlighting
the ways in which it was handled. (losifidis, 2020).

Another author, Parama Palit (2023), in New Media and
Public Diplomacy: Political Communication in India, the
United States and China, explores how new media and
digital technologies have transformed public diplomacy
and political communication. It examines the impact of
these technologies in India, the US, and China, highlighting
the changes they have brought about in engaging with
constituents and influencing public opinions. The book also
discusses the challenges and effects of using digital tools
in diplomacy, as well as the role of social media in shaping
political attitudes.

5.3. Russian war on Ukraine

Another essay explores how Russia and Belarus use
disinformation, historical narratives, and memory politics
to advance their domestic and foreign policy objectives. It
examines how these tactics are used to justify aggressive
foreign policies, legitimize ruling elites, consolidate
propaganda machines, and mobilize societies around national
power centers. The book also evaluates the effectiveness of
these strategies and discusses how the West can counteract

the geopolitical narratives promoted by Russia and Belarus
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that aim to undermine Western democracies and weaken
societal resilience (Legucka, 2022).

An even more specific study is the Russia and Latvia: A Case
of Sharp Power. It explores Russia’s use of ‘sharp power’ in
its relations with Latvia. It argues that Latvia, with a high
percentage of Russian speakers, is particularly vulnerable
to Russia’s tactics. The book discusses how authoritarian
and totalitarian regimes, like Russia, are unable to exercise
soft power through the attractiveness of their culture
and values. Instead, they use strategies such as public
diplomacy, compatriot policy, media policy, propaganda, and
disinformation to manipulate and distort the democracies
of target countries. The book also examines the possible
consequences and risks of such sharp power (Kudors, 2023).

Last but not the least, within a feminist optics, Oleksandra
Tarkhanova’s (2021) explores Ukrainian gender politics and
how social policies shape gender roles and discourses. The
book examines the impact of post-Soviet transformations,
nation-building, neoliberalization, and post-Maidan political
changes on gender norms and the relationship between the
state and women. The author also discusses the shift from
socialist paternalism to nationalist affective bonding and
neoliberal sacrificial citizenship. This essay may contribute
to the European debate on conservative neoliberal
transformations and anti-gender political sentiment, offering
insights into feminist theorization on neoliberalism.

6. A novel methodology
6.1. Hybrid discourse analysis

Moreover, in order to reinforce the interpretation of the
corpus, the sociological method named Hybrid Discourse
Analysis-HAD was applied. It was developed by the author
of the present text, whose bases may be found in Andrade
(2007d), and some examples in case studies (2022a 2023b).

The following images present some applications of this
methodology to a more developed analytic study on the
Wikipedia page ‘Fake News. Among other Social Sciences
tools, sociological networks are useful to conduct HAD. Note
that natural language sentences, produced and disseminated
by social agents within social processes, such as an author’s
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writing of a Wikipedia page, may be translated into
sociological propositions. For instance, in Figure 17, an orbital
sociologcial networks includes ‘news’ as the core analyzed
written idea. Thus, it is placed on the center of the orbital
conceptual net. Its conditions or causes are located on the
left, and its consequences or effects on the right. The closer
terms to ‘news), inside the image, are the ones more deeply
associated to it, such as ‘fake’.

Another way to present sociological webs is to construct
axial networks. Figure 18 depicts an illustration of an axial
web, which shows qualitative information, as orbital
networks do. More profound relations among concepts are
concentrated above the horizontal axis. Again, its causes or
conditions are placed on the left of the vertical axis, and its

effects or consequences on the right.

A third type of sociological networks is star networks. Such
conceptual webs present as well quantitative frequencies. In
Figure 19, ‘fake’ is the most associated idea with ‘news’, with
38 occurrences in the whole ‘Fake news' Wikipedia page.
Considering now the keyword ‘fake’ as the central concept,
some results may be observed in Figure 20.

Figure 21 places not just aword, but two, i.e., ‘fake and news’,
on a protagonist place, at the network center. Notice the
frequencies of the conditions, causes or subjects (ex. ‘Trump
telling fake news’, with 2 mentions), and 11 consequences or
effects on elections, 7 in the USA.

In addition, Figure 22 shows, within the Wikipedia page
‘Fake News', the sentences in English that correspond to
the concepts including the idea ‘Fake News', detected in
Figure 5. Note the sentences 325 and 330, where Russia is
mentioned as a huge producer of that disinformation type.

Furthermore, the sociological network visible in Figure 23,
shows, at the star web's center, both an antecedent concept,
i.e., a cause or a condition such as ‘news’, and a relation
between concepts, in this case ‘moves towards’.

Figure 24 clarifies which are the concrete social words that
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Figure 18. Axial qualitative sociological network about ‘news’
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Figure 20. Orbital sociological Network about ‘fake’
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Figure 21. Star network on ‘fake news’

[13] FAKE NEWS has also been_called junk news, pseudo-news, alternative facts,

[174] 21st-century FAKE NEWS is_intended often to increase the financial profits of the news outlet.

[209] fake news saw higher sharing on Facebook than legitimate news_stories

[223] FAKE NEWS hoaxes Paul Horner is perhaps the best known example of a person who deliberately creates fake news for a
puUrpose.

289] Under certain circumstances, spreading FAKE NEWS may constitute a criminal offence for the Italian penal_code.

311] According_to Serbian investigative journalism portal Crime and Corruption Reporting Network, more_than 700 FAKE
NEWS were_published on the front_pages of pro-government tabloids during 2018.
[321] Maria Ramirez of Univision Communications has_stated that_much of the political FAKE NEWS circulating in Spain is
due_to the lack of investigative journalism on the topics.

[325] The Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB), part_of the Mlmstry of Defence of Sweden, identified FAKE

NEWS _reports targeting Sweden in 2016 that originated from
[330] The newspaper reported the MSB identified 3 . today and Sputmk News as significant FAKE NEWS purveyors.
[333] FAKE NEWS during the 2016 U_S. election spread to China.

[344] FAKE NEWS in India has_led to violent incidents between castes and religions, interfering with public policies.

[348] The largest Islamic mass organization in Indonesia, Nahdlatul Ulama, has_created an ANTI-FAKE NEWS campaign
called#Turnbackhoax,

350] Malaysia In April 2018, Malaysia implemented the ANTI-FAKE NEWS Bill 2018,

355] FAKE NEWS negatively affected individuals in Myanmar, leading to a rise in violence against Muslims in the country.
356][ 357] Philippines FAKE NEWS sites have become rampant for Philippine audiences,

360] and 2018 show that the most shared FAKE NEWS in the Philippines appeared to benefit 2 people the most:

404] Canada FAKE NEWS ONLINE was_brought to the attention of Canadian politicians in November 2016,

Figure 22. Citations in the corpus
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Figure 23. Star network on ‘news moves towards’

[20] For_example, a Buzzfeed NEWS analysis found that the top FAKE NEWS_stories about the 2016 U_S. presidential election

RECEIVED MORE engagement on Facebook than top stories from major media outlets.
[39] Its damaging effects In 2017, the inventor of the World_Wide_Web, Tim Berners-Lee claimed that FAKE NEWS was one of

the three MOST SIGNIFICANT NEW disturbing Internet TRENDS that must first be_resolved,

[204] In late 2016 FAKE NEWS GAINED ing the uptick in news content by this means,

[205] trolls often share misleading information that CONTRIBUTES to the FAKE NEWS circulated on sites like Twitter and
Facebook.

[260] Politicians in Austria dealt with the IMPACT of FAKE NEWS and its SPREAD on social media after the 2016 presidential
campaign in the country.

[278] German Chancellor Angela_Merkel lamented the PROBLEM of fraudulent NEWS_REPORTS in a November 2016
|_speech_days after announcing her campaign for a fourth term as leader of her country.

[321] Maria Ramirez of Univision Communications has_stated that_much of the political F AKE NEWS CIRCULATING in Spain is
due_to the lack of investigative journalism on the topics.

[348] Unlike the 2016 U_S. presidential election, where the sharing of FAKE NEWS resulted in INCREASED social-media
engagement than real news,

[350] For years, most FAKE NEWS CIRCULATED in Indonesia are_alleged related_to Chinese imperialism (including
Sinicization), communization, and Christianization.

[358] Politicians HAVE_STARTED filing laws TO COMBAT FAKE NEWS and three Senate hearings have_been_held on the
topic.

[360] President Rodrigo Duterte (as_well_as his allies) and politician Bongbong Marcos, with the most VIRAL NEWS DRIVEN by
shares on networks of Facebook pages.

[381] The image was_created by a student to demonstrate to his classmates how FAKE NEWS could be_CREATED easily and
propagated

[393] Brazil }aoed increasing INFLUENCE from FAKE NEWS after the 2014 re-election of President Dilma Rousseff and
Rousseff's subsequent impeachment in August 2016.

[409] The result of the FAKE NEWS throughout Whatsapp included CHANGES within Whatsapp by Journalist, Juanita Leon, who

invented the Whatsapp "lie_detector” in January 2017 TO FIGHT FAKE NEWS within the app.

Figure 24 Citations in the corpus representing the concept ‘fake news’, and one of its relations, ‘moves towards’
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Figure 25. Star network on ‘moves towards Russia’

[47] In 2014, the RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT USED disinformation via networks such_as RT to create a counter-narrative after
Russian-backed Ukrainian rebels shot down Malaysia Airlines Flight 17.

[221] In February 2019, Glenn Greenwald wrote that a cybersecurity company New Knowledge"was_caught just six weeks ago
engaging in a massive scam to CREATE fictitious RUSSIAN TROLL accounts on Facebook

news"regarding the Russian military,

[306] During the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine, the RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT passed a law PROHIBITING"fake

[320] HAVING PRECEDED widespread global coverage of the Cambridge Analytica scandal and RUSSIAN TROLLS.

Figure 26. Citations in the corpus representing the concept ‘Russia, and one of its relations, ‘moves to’, with other concepts

correspond to the sociological interconceptual relation
‘moves towards’. For example: ‘trends’, ‘contributes’, ‘impact’,
‘spread, ‘circulated’, ‘increased’, ‘have started’/driven’, ‘create’,
‘influence’, changes’.

In Figure 25, the third part of the precedent incomplete
sociological proposition ‘fake news moves toward’ emerges,
that is, ‘Russia’ In other words, the two star networks
shown in Figures 23 and 25, present a complete sociological
proposition, composed by an anterior concept (‘fake news’),
an interconceptual relation (‘moves towards’) and a posterior
concept, ‘Russia’. Meaning that Russia received a relative
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centrality within the Wikipedia page ‘fake news' discourse,
which presents and may represent the underlying social
process where fake news are produced intensively by Russia.
More concretely, Figure 26 exposes some English sentences
corresponding to the keywords analyzed in Figure 24. For
instance, Russian Government and ‘trolls’ (that is, internet
users that deliberately spread lies) use desinformation and
create fictitious accounts on Facebook. However, at the
same time, the Russian Government forbids fake news in
regards to Russian military.
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#2352 2_stuctures

#1941 3_contexts

#1469 7_relationships e—
#0552 5_agents

#0369 1_processes

#0151 4_practices

+ 0066 6_objects

|—}0544 poliical structures
L0644 politics & sacisty
}<|-0016 administrations
L0015 administration
L4-0011 administration
+=I-0030 control & regulation
0008 censorship
L4-0009 censoring
-0011 control

Ijunw control
0003 damage

L-0007 regulation

0007 regulation & deregulation

<0073 govemment & ministers
-0056 govemment
EDDDS head of govemment
0008 minister
t4-0017 politic systems
L4-nmz democracy
(—J-0011 political parties
-0004 communism
-0004 republican party
(0039 politicians
1—J-0005 european
L4»GU1]4 german
L0004 angela merkel
+<}-0009 from middle east
0005 israeli
L4-0005 netanyahu
0004 palestinian
L4-0004 hames
+—J-0009 north american
L4-0009 american
L0006 clinton

I—4-1307 communication & medias L0006 wits
| -0004 advertising L4-0003 parody
t—=I-0280 communication & information —J-0111 intemet
|=-0005 cading |—-0008 blog
L0004 code | 40046 web
1—I-0028 communication LJ-0056 website
0015 communication | -0602 news & medias
0004 .l:nnferen:e | 40146 media
HUGG e riaw S— 0014 audience
|—-0008 criticism 0132 media
L4-0004 critic L0452 news
(—{-0130 information
0097 information +<I-0140 newspapers & press
til]l]}ﬂ misinformation [ <F, pomelistn
(—{-0011 language & conversation Iimm joumakist
0004 conversation 0006 reporter
BDDOB discussion (0004 magazine
0004 meaning [=-0003 news agency
|4-0072 other (—~-0074 newspapers
0004 consent 0047 newspaper
0005 narration 0007 new-york times
0026 propaganda -0003 the guardian
0019 report 0006 washington post
0012 rumor |4-0003 review
40015 waming L{-0006 tabloid
{0297 politcs & policy L0012 potiician
<0085 elections 0070 politics
Ij-nnn slection 0012 pariiament
-0013 vote ij-uun poliics

0007 power

Ubiquity

+—J-0016 printing & publishing
L0015 publishing
-0007 publication
EvDUUS publisher
-0003 publishing
1—J-0003 radios
L-0003 radia
+—J-0074 social networks
tiuom facebook
0020 twitter
+—{-0024 telecommunications
t,;uum e-mail
0016 network

+—J-0030 television

0008 cnn
0006 fox news
0012 television

L-0020 website or web provider
I—j-ﬂmﬂgcml;lﬂ

1—=J-0102 law & justice
1—§-0033 crimes
4-0007 conspiracy
-00086 criminal
-0005 fraud
-0003 rape
-0003 treffic
-0017 justice
-0007 evidence
E-nuna justice
-0005 tribunal
=-0013 law & legal power
u-uuw low
-0005 legislation
—=4-0005 lawyers
{=-0003 legal action
t—=-0018 police & security forces
b-oom investigation
-0003 police
{=J-0006 prison & imprisonment
\—4-0004 prison
L-0003 suspect

L-0003 sccused

Figure 27. Frequencies of concepts within social dimensions ‘communication and media’ and ‘political social structures’

6.2. A Mini Encyclopedia about fake news

Any social

dimensions. Images 27 and 28 demonstrate how to construct
a mini-encyclopedia on fake news, by measuring the social
dimensions’ frequencies in the Wikipedia page ‘Fake news’.

process may be decomposed

into social

In Figure 28, note the frequencies of the social relationships

that articulate concepts, within the corpus sentences. Such

relations were defined previously as an alphabet of 37 (socio)
logical relations (Andrade, 2007d).

Finally, one mini-encyclopedia on fake news section is an
alphabetic list of concepts, extracted from the text words
within the Wikipedia ‘Fake News' page (see Figures 29 and
30).
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= 1469 7_relationships
| 40251 rc1 ->> determines
1—}-0048 rc13 > transforms
| {0028 rc2 ¢-> interacts with
=J-0023 23 --> may allow
t§-0138 rcd -|-{|> moves toward
+—{-0040 rc5 -» i sufficient for
+—{-0062 rch x->x is necessary for
+—-0026 rc? 2> is prefarential to
+—{-0005 rc8 ->- substitutes
L-J-0053 rs1 ( contains
+—J-0008 151 ) is part of
| |-0028 rs10 < is shorter than
(—J-0007 rs11 & intersects
+—-0057 rs13 no denies
+—§-0004rs14 .. always occurs with
+—J-0033r515  often occurs with
+—{-0006 rs16 -x sometimes accurs with
=J-0004r517 x rarely occurs with
+—-0034 rs18 x is incompatible with
(—I-0027 rs19 . articulates with
+—J-0039 r519 _ collaborates with
|J-0018rs2)) is particular to
L-,]~UEI15 rs2 (( classifies
+§-0004 rs20 -x- opposes to

= 0552 ﬁfagems
|_}0164 behaviors & feslings
{—I-0069 behaviors
{0004 behavior
<} 0005 cruelty & evil
L0003 evil
{—J-0004 disrespect & abuse
L—HJDM abuse
0003 exaggeration & excess
0004 immorality 8 indecency
L.JVUUM immarality
—J-0003 respectability & righteousness
{—J-0005 trustworthiness & untrustworthiness
(—4-0003 violence & ferocity
L4-0009 viclence
<}-0009 wrongdoings
L4-0008 wiongdoers
L_4-0003 perpetrator
+—=4-0046 feelings
-0004 admiration & hking
L4-0003 preference
- 0003 embarrassments
L4-0003 confusion
D006 emotions
L4-0005 emotion

0041 rs9 » is bigger than

0012 rs21 * subordinates
| 0020 rs22.. is close to
0014 rs3 (({ i= global to

0020 rs3))) iz local to

0003 rs4 ] is a member of
0064 rs6 ]]) is & portion of
| 0335 rs7 = is equal to

0014 rs8 n= is different from

-0007 tears & apprehensions
L0005 fear
0003 feel
-0003 hates
0003 hope & optimism
|-0004 skepticisms
L4-0003 incredulity
=4-0011 liberty & senitudes
lj»DIJUEI human rights
0007 liberty
L0007 iberty
{—}-0005 mistakes & emors
L4-0005 error
{J-0008 mistreatments & harassments
L~HIUDS maltreatments
L4-0004 torture
{—J-0004 opinion & guess
L0017 perceptions
L0016 visual property

-0009 image
-0006 look

Ubiquity

20151 4_practices
L0151 crisis & conflicts

[-0086 army & fights
({0013 army & military forces
rjnnnq military
0004 military personnels
L0003 miltary personnel
0055 fights 0003 punishment & sanctions
O3y sitacks & byivs 0022 security & dstanse
012 sttack 0004 defense
0008 fight E—Ooﬂd protections —
0004 rebellions 0010 secuiy
L4-0004 rebellion L0009 security
0017 wars 0004 weapons
0005 batle
tj-nm 2wer
L0016 mifitary & civil intelligence
rjnnns information warfare
0003 intslligence senace
}—4-0003 crisis & disorganization
L0003 crisis
{40008 mistortune & mishap
L0008 mistortune
L0006 victim
{0022 problems

L0003 famity L0003 woman

{—{-0006 famous persons 0008 young persons
L0005 mark antony L0007 childs

{~4-0004 men Lg-0007 child
L0004 man

{—§-0025 persons

{—-0166 social groups

{=4-0013 adhversary

(40013 citizen

{—{-0059 important person

-0003 celebnty
-0004 director
0010 leader

0033 president
| <0043 peoples
ti-unm colleague
0046 people
| <0004 population
| <J-0007 professional

L4-0004 specialists
L0004 expen

L0220 people & persons L4-0006 community
{—{-0006 tamily & genealogy 0003 women

LJ-0014 social groups
-0004 candidmte

Figure 28. Occurrences of concepts within social dimensions ‘relationships’, social ‘practices’ and ‘agents’

7. Conclusion: unmasking the Lying Society, a call to action

In fact, within the ever-evolving digital age, where

information is readily available at our fingertips, the spread

The present text revisited some of the many voices that
attempt to debate the current status of fake news, through
a state of the art of authors and works that problematize
them. Moreover, within the framework of Wikipedia Studies,
a case study on the current war in Ukraine sought to apply
a methodology appropriate to the study of social networks,
through the examples of some Wikipedia pages.

However, such themes are still rare in Communication
Studies in Portugal, and especially in the context of Urban
and Cultural Studies. We hope that this essay may contribute
to the following endeavour : the clarification of war news
through news’ wars, and vice versa.
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of fake news has become a significant concern. Nowhere
is this more evident than in the ongoing battle between
Ukraine and the Russian Federation, as well as in the clash
between Israel and Hamas, another planetary significant
conflict to be studied in another opportunity. For now, the
present text just aimed to hopefully shed some light on the
strategies and tactics employed by the Russian Federation in
their attempt to manipulate public opinion and undermine
Ukraine’s sovereignty. Throughout this writing journey,
the author had explored some various ways in which the
Russian Federation utilizes mass media and social networks
to propagate their narratives and discourses, and supporting
a Llying Society that has far-reaching consequences. We
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have seen how the present autocratic regimes distort facts,
fabricate stories, and manipulate emotions to sow discord
and confusion among entire populations and peoples.

In sum, the impact of fake news on Ukraine cannot be
understated. It has not only affected the perception of
Ukraine as a country, but has also influenced geopolitical
dynamics, exacerbating the conflict between the two
nations. The Russian Federation’s relentless dissemination
of fake news has created a distorted reality that poses a
threat to the stability of the region, and ultimately to the
whole planet. However, knowledge is power, and by trying
to unveil and unmask the Lying Society, it is possible to
counter the influence of fake news. As world citizens, it is
our responsibility to be critical consumers of information.
We must question the sources, verify the facts, and cross-
reference multiple platforms before forming our opinions.
Furthermore, it is central to actively engage in promoting
media literacy within our communities. By educating
ourselves and others about the tactics employed by the
Russian Federation and by other autocracies, citizens can
equip themselves with the tools needed to identify and
combat fake news. This includes supporting independent
and reliable news stakeholders and mediators that adhere
to ethical reporting standards. Additionally, it is necessary
to call upon governments and tech companies to take a
proactive stance against fake news. Policies and regulations

Ubiquity

should be put in place to ensure the veracity and integrity
of information disseminated through mass media and social
networks. By holding these entities accountable, multiple
segments of worldwide populations can create a social and
political environment where at least the more unpostponable
work in progress truths may prevail over the incommensurable
forms of deception.

Finally, some possible final recommendations are the
following: Firstly, from a substantive point of view, it is
paramount to underline the urgency of reflections and
practical case studies on the current fake news, which
contribute for a global crisis on communication media and
discourses. Secondly, via a methodological perspective,
propose some innovative procedures, such as the above-
mentioned articulation between human interpretation
and A.l, that may hybridize scientific, technological and
artistic knowledge. In a stance of intervention within the
public space, the author calls for the participation of all
stakeholders, researchers, students, citizens and activists,
etc., for a broad commitment within a critical content on
economic, ecological, socio-political and cultural issues,
such as the Ukraine crisis. Some of this critical content may
be Mini-Encyclopedias about current theoretical issues and
practical engaging actions that are proving to be pressing
and unavoidable.
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181 Alphabeticals: fake news

a View Image

fake news article generator

fake news articles for school

fake news art

fake news articles about food

fake news and social media

fake news about a company

fake news article generator rick roll
fake news assembly

d View Image

fake news detection

fake news detection using machine learning
fake news detection on social media

fake news dataset

fake news def

fake news detector

fake news detection nip

fake news dictionary

g View Image

fake news generator

fake news gif

fake news game

fake news generator cnn
fake news generator twitter
fake news gustavo mioto
fake news graph

fake news generator hindi

J View Image

fake news jonathan pie
fake news jelentése
fake news jobs

fake news jovit

fake news jw.org

m View Image

fake news meaning

fake news meaning in english
fake news machine learning
fake news microphone

fake news mega brutal

fake news maker apk

fake news meaning in tamil
fake news meaning tagalog

Figure 29. Alphabetic list of concepts (A-O)
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b View Image

fake news bbc bitesize

fake news band

fake news bladee

fake news button

fake news british council

fake news bbc learning english
fake news brainly

fake news background images

e View Image

fake news examples for students

fake news examples for students uk

fake news essay

fake news examples ks2

fake news examples for high school students
fake news edinburgh fringe

fake news education

fake news examples for students brainly

h View Image

fake news headlines funny
fake news headlines quiz

fake news holiday prank puzzle
fake news halloween costume
fake news hindi

fake news hong kong

fake news headlines game
fake news hazy ipa

k View Image

fake news ks2

fake news ks1

fake news kaggle

fake news ks2 lesson

fake news kahulugan

fake news kahulugan at halimbawa
fake news kya hai

fake news kahoot

n View Image

fake news newsround

fake news notification

fake news name ideas

fake news na balita

fake news netflix

fake news norge

fake news network costume
fake news net

Ubiquity

C View Image

fake news creator

fake news crossword clue

fake news clipart

fake news classification

fake news card game

fake news channel names

fake news crossword clue 6 letters

fake news classification using machine learning

f View Image

fake news for kids

fake news for students

fake news football

fake news financial markets
fake news factory bbc

fake news funny headlines
fake news font

fake news flocabulary answers

i View Image

fake news images

fake news in social media
fake news in a sentence

fake news in french

fake news ideas for school
fake news in the philippines
fake news in financial markets
fake news icon

| View Image

fake news lesson

fake news lesson ks3
fake news logo

fake news link prank
fake news lesson ks2
fake news lesson plan
fake news lesson year 6
fake news lifo

(o] View Image

fake news on social media

fake news osman

fake news on social media research
fake news or not game

fake news oxford dictionary
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P View Image

fake news play

fake news pictures

fake news poster

fake newspaper

fake news play review

fake news pinguini tattici nucleari
fake news plague inc

fake news photography

S View Image

fake news synonym

fake news southwark playhouse

fake news show

fake news social media

fake news story for students

fake news southwark playhouse review
fake news stories about food

fake news song

\" View Image

fake news video generator
fake news video maker

fake news videos for students
fake news video app

fake news video clip

fake news vs real news game
fake news vector

fake news vinile

y View Image

fake news yellow journalism

fake news youtube channel ban

fake news your proposed solution brainly
fake news you can trust mug

fake news year 6

fake news y edad media

Figure 30. Alphabetic list of concepts (P-Z)

q View Image

fake news quiz

fake news quiz 2022

fake news quotes tagalog

fake news quiz bbc

fake news quiz guardian

fake news quizlet

fake news questions for students
fake news gatar

t View Image

fake news theatre

fake news teaching resources
fake news theatr clwyd

fake news theatre review
fake news tiktok

fake news tes

fake news thesaurus

fake news tour

W View Image

fake news websites funny

fake news worksheet

fake news what is it and how to spot it - cbbc newsround
fake news writing task

fake news worksheet for students

fake news website to prank your friends

fake news word

fake news webster

Z View Image

Ubiquity

r View Image

fake news reporter names

fake news report video maker
fake news rick roll

fake news reading comprehension
fake news research education
fake news reporter comedian

fake news redagdo

fake news real news game

u View Image

fake news using machine learning
fake news unit

fake news upsc essay

fake news unit plan

fake news upsc in hindi
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